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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .on the larger pieces. The Greeks were the cameo-cutters par excellence,
and the finest of the so-called Roman work is done by Greek artists, who were tempted by the large profits
which were to be made by the prosecution of this art in the Imperial City. The finest technique reached its fullest
development before about 70 A.d. The successors of Augustus were all more or less lovers of rich treasures of
art, but, like other arts, that of cameo-cutting had its good periods and its bad periods, and for the succeeding
three hundred years the workmanship varied considerably in excellence. As a general rule, after the third
century the art declined at Rome, and was then very likely done largely by Roman workmen instead of the
more skilled Greeks. Constantine the Great put a final stop to the Graeco-Roman art when he moved his court
and the Imperial treasure to Byzantium. From that time a new style began, and Byzantine art, founded on
decadent Roman art, rapidly developed on lines of its own, and became a very powerful and widely spread art-
influence all over the Christian world. The signatures found on antique cameos are of much interest. Such gems
are not so numerously signed as their cousins the intaglios, but there are several instances still existing. One of
the earliest, except that of Syrias already mentioned, is an exquisite small cameo, now at Naples, representing
Zeus in a quadriga hurling thunderbolts at two giants with snake...
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