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Guides--Delusions Dissipated--The Unintelligible Guide--The Humorous Guide--The Word-Bewildered Guide--The
Ignorant Guide--The Brilliant Guide--The Lost Guide--The Money-Making Guide--The Blank-Faced Guide. Travel
does much for a man. It fills the mind with valuable facts and pleasant memories. But it also empties the head
of a great many previous conceptions. No locality or city or country is exactly as you expect to find it. The
imagination is a wonderful painter. It gathers the most beautiful colors for its Palette and dips its brush with no
niggardly hand, and makes the faraway place and circumstance equal in splendor to a sunset glory.
Juxtaposition scrapes off some of the coloring matter and we see more correctly. The mountain is not so high
and vine-clothed, the river is not as broad and blue, the country is not as garden-like and the beggar not as
poetic-looking as you expected. A number of highly-colored mental structures or fancies tumbled down with
noiseless but unmistakable fall while on my lonely, meditative way through Europe. For instance, | had read of
the English female beauties that aired themselves in their carriages each afternoon on Rotten Row and other
popular drives of London. Happening to be in that quarter at the hour and looking up | beheld an English
beauty. She had yellow hair, a red face and wore blue goggles. Of course there were others of a more attractive
pattern, but she happened to pass...
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