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Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2004, Vol. 2: Hearing Before the Committee on Armed Services, United States
Senate, One Hundred Eight Congress, First Session, on S. 1050 The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at
2:33 p.m. in room Sr-232, Russell Senate Office Building, Senator James M. Talent (chairman of the
subcommittee) presiding. Committee members present: Senators Talent, Warner, Collins, Kennedy, and Reed.
Majority staff member present: Thomas L. MacKenzie, professional staff member. Minority staff members
present: Daniel J. Cox, Jr., professional staff member; Creighton Greene, professional staff member; and Maren
R.Leed, professional staff member. Staff assistants present: Michael N.Berger and Andrew Kent. Committee
members assistants present: James P. Dohoney, Jr., assistant to Senator Collins; Lindsey R. Neas, assistant to
Senator Talent; and Mieke Y. Eoyang, assistant to Senator Kennedy. Opening Statement Of Senator James M.
Talent, Chairman Senator Talent. We will convene the hearing. | want to welcome our distinguished witnesses
this afternoon as the Seapower Subcommittee meets to consider how the fiscal year 2004 budget request and
the future years defense program (Fydp) supports Navy and Marine Corps development and procurement
priorities in our first panel, with the second panel focusing on current and developmental Navy shipbuilding
programs. | would be remiss, however, if | did not first state my support for and gratitude to our men and
women in uniform, many of whom are in harms way as they participate in Operation Iraqgi Freedom, Operation
Enduring Freedom, the global war on terrorism, and in other outposts throughout the world. Their dedication
and courage are an inspiration to us all and our thoughts and prayers are with them and with...
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