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Urim Publications, 2005. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: Foreword by Rabbi Irving Greenberg A basic tenet of Judaism is the obligation to value and
serve the deceased, to extend dignity beyond death. In Judaism, a death is the affair of the entire community.
Preparation of the dead for burial is undertaken by a community organization called the Chevra Kadisha, the
Sacred Society. The volunteers of the Sacred Society quietly and privately wash, purify and dress the deceased.
They simultaneously recite lyrical prayers from Psalms, thereby bearing witness to death as the last of life's
important passages. Dignity Beyond Death examines the rituals of preparing the dead for burial from the point
of view of those volunteers who undertake it, including chapters on the Holocaust and terrorism. For the first
time, through personal interviews, the author shares a wealth of fascinating anecdotal material that will
engage the reader in the humanity and ultimate dignity of this time-honored deed. Rochel Udovitch Berman
was a member of the Congregation Rosh Pinah Chevra Kadisha in Westchester, N.. for seventeen years. She is
currently a member of the Boca Raton Synagogue Chevra Kadisha and serves as a consultant to the
Congregation B'nai Torah Chevra Kadisha in Boca Raton, Florida. In 2004, she narrated a Public Broadcasting
System segment on Chevra Kadisha that aired on Religion & Ethics Newsweekly. Mrs. Berman holds a master's
degree in group work and community organization from Hunter College School of Social Work and has written
and lectured extensively. Her articles and essays have appeared in The New York Times, Hadassah Magazine,
Voluntary Action Leadership, The Gerontologist and Religious Education. As a public relations professional, she
has been the recipient of numerous awards, including the "Best of the Big Apple," given by...
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