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reality and illusion, and this interplay provides the driving force of the novel. Above all, it is, as Zola himself
described it, a poem of passion, showing the lyrical dimension of his genius. This important new translation by
Michael Glencross, the first in English since that of Eliza Chase in 1893, recaptures the vigor of Zola s original.
The translator also provides a helpful introduction that situates the novel in the context of Zola s life and work
as a whole.
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