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When pondering over Bronté's comment to her publisher in 1848, '[t]he standard hero[e]s and heroines of
novels are personages in whom I could never . . . take an interest, believe to be natural or wish to imitate: were |
obliged to copy these characters, | would simply not write at all' (qtd. in Brennan 16), one can draw conclusions
about Bronté's intention to reward her heroine with Rochester, who is widely accepted as the epitome of a
Byronic hero (cf. Wootton 231, Gilbert and Gubar 337) - a 'unique' (Thorslev 12) hero whose name re-fers to its
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