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Newton Stevenson, United States Navy, Retired: Together With a Sketch of His Life This sketch of Commodore
Holland Newton Stevenson is printed to give to his friends a more intimate knowledge of the interesting events
of a life spent in an earnest endeavor to be of use to his country and value to his fellowmen. Commodore
Stevenson died in San Francisco, October 3rd, 1911. He was born at Cambridge, Washington county, New York,
September 3rd, 1844, the oldest son of Seraph Huldah Newton and John McAllister Stevenson. Commodore
Stevenson entered Rensselaer Polytechnic institute at Troy, N. Y., in the fall of 1863, from which he was
graduated in the class of 1866, being given the degree of Civil Engineer. He was appointed to the United States
Naval Academy in the newly formed class of Engineer students on October 10th, 1866, and was graduated and
given a diploma from that institution June 2nd, 1868. At the close of the Civil War the government felt the need
of increasing its force of Engineers in the Navy and offered appointments to graduates of engineering and
scientific institutions to enter the service. Under the new arrangement Commodore Stevenson entered the first
class appointed by the Navy department. His first cruise was on the Dacotah, South Pacific Station. When the
ship was at Callao, Peru, in March, 1869, he was detailed by Admiral Turner to accompany an expedition sent
out by the Peruvian government to explore the head waters of the Amazon River. The expedition was gone
about three months, crossing the Andes on mules over what is now practically the route of the...
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