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for independence from France. Although generally favoring Viethamese independence, the United States
supported France because the rebels-or Viet Minh-were led by Communists and in the days of the Cold War U.S.
officials considered any and all Communists to be little more than the puppets of Moscow and Beijing. France s
defeat in 1954, the bifurcation of Vietnam into a Communist North and non-Communist South, and America s
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politburo in Hanoi. By the time President Lyndon B. Johnson committed major combat units in 1965, the United
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