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theoretical approaches trying to explain state failure and the diHerences between state failure and state
collapse. I will argue that the complexity of state failure and state collapse leads to an ongoing debate about
the nature and perception of these states which is oIen misleading. Whereas the dominant factors which cause
state failure are oIen found in bad governance and bad leadership, other factors such as the role of external
patterns of political behavior during colonial times as well as during the cold war fostered weak state structures
and enabled African rulers to develop a diHerent understanding of the state as a tool for personal ends that
lead to a logic of self-destructive despotism prior to state collapse. In a second step the article examines the
case of Somalia in further detail, trying to analyze causes of state collapse and the impact of political behavior
that led to state failure within the Somali context. I will argue that on the one hand patterns of political
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