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Liverpool University Press, 2011. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: For those who like the challenge of questions such as, "What is a megalaima
haemacephala?", The World''s Most Di:icult Quiz, containing 30 years'' worth of tests, is now available in book
form for the first time in its 100-year history. The notoriously di:icult quiz began life in 1905 at King Williams
College, a private boys'' boarding school on the Isle of Man. Initially, the test was mandatory; teachers thought
up questions and schoolboys as young as 12 struggled for hours to produce the correct answers. Eventually, the
test became voluntary and the task of setting questions fell to an appointed quizmaster. The current
quizmaster is Dr. Pat Cullen, a retired GP and former student at King Williams College. He entered the college in
1947, and says in a phone interview, "I was probably perceived as tolerably intelligent." Nevertheless, the test
was "jolly di:icult" in his estimation. "You sat for three hours with this wretched paper in front of you, and you
tried to work out what on Earth he was getting at. A lot of us would say, ''Right, Mr. Thompson, who sets the
paper, is particularly fond of Queen Elizabeth I, Alice in Wonderland and the Dutch town of DelN.'' If it looked
remotely suitable, you''d [answer] Queen Elizabeth I or the Mad Hatter. The clever lads would get 25 questions
right out of 180." In Cullen''s era, aNer taking the test once, boys were sent home with the questions to research
over the Christmas break. He remembers, "I would spend a lot of every Christmas holiday in the public library."
Cullen''s father helped out as well, making copies to send to friends. "He used to send it to my godfather,...
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