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THE POLITICAL THEORY OF THOMAS AQUINAS. CHAPTER I.
PRELIMINARY. I. The Political Science of the Middle Ages has
until very recently been left untouched. Different writers have
studied the i nstitutions, laws, general literature and the
natural science as found in the writings of that age; but few
have thought it worth while to study the social and political
theories, thinking the labor would not be repaid by its results.
The more we investigate this so called barren fleid, the more
rich do we find it in the materials for science. One philosopher
in bidding adieu to the thorny and intricate pathway of the
middle ages on turning towards the renascence of literature
and the revival of science, does so in the rather quaint
language of Martial;--Turpe est difficile habere nugas, Et
stultus labor est ineptiarum. Tis a folly to sweat oer...
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